
WORK SITUATIONS – HEALTH & SAFETY – What Would You Do?

	Read the case studies below, which situations that have occurred on work experience in the recent past.  For each case study you need to decide:

· What is wrong?

· What could have been done to reduce the risk?

· Why is this important?


1. [image: image3.wmf]Care Home for the Elderly:
Your work experience is in a home for the elderly.  During the mornings, the home is rather short of staff and you are asked to lift patients while someone else makes the bed.  This means leaning over the bed and after two days you are having pain in your lower back.

	What is wrong?
	What could have been done to reduce the risk?
	Why is this important?

	[image: image4.wmf]
	a) By the student


	a) to you



	
	b) By the employer


	b) [image: image5.wmf]to the employer


2. A Supermarket Assistant:
[image: image6.wmf]Your work experience is in a supermarket.  On your first day, you were shown how to lift and carry boxes of goods.  You have been shelf-stacking in the cereals section, but now you have been put on soft drinks.  You are not very big or strong and are finding it difficult to pick up and carry trays of bottled and canned drinks.

	What is wrong?
	What could have been done to reduce the risk?
	Why is this important?

	
	a) By the student


	a) to you



	
	b) By the employer


	b) [image: image7.wmf]to the employer


[image: image1.wmf]

3. [image: image8.wmf]In a hairdressing salon:

Your work experience is in a hairdressing salon.  You suffer from a mild form of eczema, but this was not mentioned on your work experience application form.  You are asked to help by washing customers’ hair and find that the shampoos and conditioners used give you dermatitis.

	What is wrong?
	What could have been done to reduce the risk?
	Why is this important?

	
	a) By the student


	a) to you



	
	b) By the employer


	b) [image: image9.wmf]to the employer


[image: image10.wmf][image: image2.wmf]
4. [image: image11.wmf]In a Leisure Centre

Your work experience is in a leisure centre.  Your placement description said that you would carry out general duties.  Your supervisor gives you a bucket containing various cleaning products.  You are asked to clean out the changing room toilets.  This includes using a caustic powder to descale the toilets.

	What is wrong?
	What could have been done to reduce the risk?
	Why is this important?

	
	a) By the student


	a) to you



	
	b) By the employer


	b) [image: image12.wmf]to the employer
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5. [image: image14.wmf]In the Garage Workshop

Your work experience is in a workshop at a garage.  You have long hair.  Today the mechanic is working on a car that has a squealing fan belt.  They ask you to help diagnose the fault by looking under the bonnet while the engine is revved.
	What is wrong?
	What could have been done to reduce the risk?
	Why is this important?

	
	a) By the student


	a) to you



	
	b) By the employer


	b) to the employer



6. In an Engineering Workshop:

You are working in an engineering workshop making valves.  Although safety boots are supposed to be worn, your feet are size five and none will fit you.  Your supervisor says that the trainers you are wearing will do.
	What is wrong?
	What could have been done to reduce the risk?
	Why is this important?

	
	a) By the student


	a) to you



	
	b) By the employer


	b) to the employer




